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HE Lorp CHANCELLOR faid, the experience he had 
had, relative to the proceedings of that Court concerning 

this {pecies of property, ferved fully to convince him that 
the Court could pot, from the very nature of its-proceed- 
ings, do that ample juftice to all Parties interefted, which 
equity required. The intereft of the Parties would be beft 
ferved, and moft furely benefited, by an agreement amongft 
themfelves. It appeared by the Order of Court, that the 
Truftees had the liberty granted them of making applica- 
cation for the appointment of a Receiver, It did not, how- 
ever, follow from thence that a Receiver was to be ap- 
pointed, The Motion that was now made, was to appoint a 
perfon to receive nightly the whole of the Pit-money, and to 
pay it every night into the Bankingshoufe of Mr, Hammerf- 
Vol, V. Cec ley, 
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Jey. He could not avoid faying, that Mr. Thomas Ham- 
merfley ftood in a variety of charaéters, highly inconfifte:,t 
with each other; as the Banker and a Creditor of the Thea- 
tre, his intereft ftood oppofed to his duty, as a Truftee; and 
as a Truftee, he was called uponto act contrary to his own 
private interett. He did not mean the leaft imputation upon 
the charaéter of Mr. Thomas Hammerfley; but fitting 
there as a Judge, he. was bound to confider, not what Mr. 
Hammerfley would do, but what he meght do. As to the 
affertion otf Mr. Sheridan, that the latter had not confented 
to the order as it now ftood, he was bound to confider the 
order as having been made with Mr. Sheridan’s con. 
fent, as it appeared fo on the face of it, and it was difficult 
to get rid of an order made by confent, unlefs by the con. 
fent of thofe who had originally agreed to the Order. He 
was clearly of opinion that Mr. Sheridan had given his con. 
fent to the Order, having figned the draft of it, which he 
was perteétly competent to underftand. As to the interef. 
of Mr. Grubb and Mr. Richardfon, he was of opinion they 
appeared to have fuch an intereft in the Theatre, as to en.- 
title them to be heard, He was fitting there to take care 
of the intereft of all Parties interefted in the event of the pro- 
ceedings, whether Parties or not; and no one would think 
it neceflary that every Performer, or other perfons con- 
ne&ted with the Theatre, was to be made a Party to thele 
proceedings. That Court muft either declare its utter ina- 
bility to do juftice between the Parties, or compel thole 
abfent to accede to what thofe prefent had confented to. 
That Court could not compliment any man, and he was t0 
confider, got what Mr. T. Hammerfley or Mr. Sheridan, 
or any other pe'fon, would do, but what they might do; 
and he was to confider more percutiarly upon this Motion, 
what Mr. T. Han-merfley mzght do with the money which 


it was the objet of the Motion to place in his hands. Y¢! 
he 
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he could not decide upon this Motion on any other grounds 
than thofe which were legally before him; and the only faé& 
which he could colle& from the Affidavits before him was, 
that if the whole of the Pit-money was accumulated, the 
Performers could not be paid. : 

Mr. MANSFIELD here interrupted his Lordfhip to ob- 
ferve, that the application was not confined to the Pitemoney, 
but intended to apply the whole profits of the Theatre, 
according to the direétion of the Court. 

The Lornp CHANCELLOR faid, Mr. Mansfield’s open- 
ing had been confined to the Pit-money. His Lordfhip 
proceeded, It thus appeared, he faid, that if the orders of 
the Court were aéted upon, the Concern would be ruined. 
It was impoflible, tberefore, that the Court would fupport 
orders which muft inevitably produce fuch injurious confe- 
quences, and even if in their confequences they only en- 
dangered the interefts of the Theatre, the Court would dif- 


- charge fuch orders, rather than run the rifk of injuring that 


Concern, and thofe interefts, which it was the obje& of the 
Court to uphold and fuftain. Added to this, the orders ap- 
peared contrary to thofe Trufts which mutt be carried into 
execution. In the laft deed of 1798, there did not appear 
that provifion for the payment of the performers-which ex. 
ifted in the deed of 1793. But that the Performers had a 
moral and equitable right to be paid, muft be evident to 
every man :—nothing could be more clear than that provi- 
fion ought to be made for the conftant payment of the wages 
and falaries of the Gentlemen employed as Aétors. If the 
Receipts were to be applied, under the direction of the 
Court, they muft necceffarily be applied, in the firft inftance, 
to the payment of the Performers, and the other out-goings 
of the Theatre, then the Renters and the Rent, which 
might be faid to be a paramount claim. ‘This Concern 
was in the nature of a Speculation. It. was the intereft of 
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every body concerned to keep the Theatre epen every night, 





, and how could it be kept open unlefs the beft Pertormers 


were employed? The Renters ftood, as it were, between 
the Proprietors and the Performers; they were to have a 
certain fhare of the profits: if there was no profit, they 
could have nothing; but how could there be a profit with. - 
out Performers? and how could there be Performers unlefs 
thofe Performers were paid? By the deed of 1799, the 
Truftees had a right to turn out the Managers, and take pof. 
feffion of the Theatre, if the Treafurer did not pay them 4ol, 
per night, for the ufe of the Renters; but it was clear they 
could not have this right, if the Treafurer of the Theatre 
could prove, that, after paying the Performers, and the other 
out-goings of the Theatre, there did not remain the fum of 
4ol. becaufe the Renters could only take, after the Per- 
formers, the Rent, and other out-goings had been paid, It 
was to be obferved, that this application was noi confined to 
the Pit-money, but extended itfelf to all the money of the 
Theatre. But even fuppofing for 4 moment it was con. 
fined to the Pit-money, how was he to know from any do. 
cuments before him, that, taking away the Pit-money, there 
wou!d” be enough left out of the produce of the Boxes and 

Galleries to pay the Performers and other out-goings? And 
how could he tell, fitting there as a Judge, that the profits of 
the other parts of the Theatre were fuch as to authorize him 
io fet apart either the Pit-money or Box-money, or the 
money taken in any one part of the Houfe, for any peculiar 
purpofe diftin& from the general purpofes of the Theatre? 
It appeared to him that the orders could not ftand, unlefs 
there was an entirely new arrangement. If a Receiver was 
appointed by the Court, he muft be appointed with powers 
and limitations wholly different from the ufual mode of ap- 


‘pointing Receivers, He muft pay, in the firft inftance, the 


Performers and other out-goings, then the Renter$, and 
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the furplus to the Proprietors, He was convinced, however, 
if no arrangement could be effetted by the Parties, that 
Court would find it extremely difficult to make one. He 
was convinced alfo, it would be much better if the Parties 
could agree in appointing a Receiver, or Treafurer, than if 
the Court took up the bufinefs itfelf. It was his wifh the 
Parties fhould take that into their confideration, and inform 
him, in the courfe of a few days, whether they had been 
able to come to any fatisfaftory arrangement, If they could 
not, then he muft do that which the juitice of the cafe re- 
quired, and which would conduce moft for the benefit of all 
Parties concerned. He was, however, perfeétly convinced, 
that it was infinitely more in the power of the Patties them- 
felves to do that juftice which the cafe required, than of the 
Court. He therefore wifhed the Motion to ftand over till 
that day fe’nnight, to fee whether the Parties could make 
any fufficient arrangement, if not the Court mutt, 

The ultimate decifion of the Court was therefore poft- 
poned till next Wednefday. 








Wednefday, Nov. 18, 

This day came on the further hearing relative to the 
above concern. 

The SoLiciToR GENERAL faid, the Parties had not 
yet come to any agreement, having only communicated upon 
the fubjeé& laft night. He therefore wifhed for a further 
delay of a few days. 

The Lorp CHANCELLOR faid, he had confidered the 
fubje&t with much attention, but he thought that the Parties, 
by agreement with each other, could do the beft juftice for 
themfelvyes. 

Mr. SHERIDAN, addrefling the Lornp CHANCELLOR 
faid, he was very {ure the bufinefs could not be fetiled with- 
put the interference of his Lordhip, as there appeared to be 
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no authority under which the Parties could a&. He had 
received a letter, he faid, from Mr. Hammerfley, {tating 
that he was ready to agree to any fair propofition made by 
him (Mr. Sheridan) and on the preceding evening he had 
received a Communication from Mr. Ford, containing a pro. 








pofal ; he therefore did not know how to a& amidft this 
difagreement in the conduét of the Truftees. 


The Lory CHANCELLOR faid, Mr. Ford and Mr, 
Hammerfley might join in any pftopofal, fubje& to the ap. 
probation of the Court. 

Mr. MANSFIELD faid, that Mr. Hammerfley was per. 
feftly ready to come to any agreement with the other 
Parties, 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he did not mean to throw any im. 
putation upon Mr. Hammerfley; he had merely ftated a 
fact, but he thought the Theatre could not go on without 
the interference of his Lordfhip, He was of courfe-much 
better acquainted with the concerns of the Theatre, and 
more able to give information relative to it, than the Coun- 
fel. Mr. MANsFILp had ona former day made ufe of 
the expreffion, “‘ If the Proprietors did not mean to cheat. 
their Creditors,—‘* he wifhed, for the purpofe of anfwering 
this infinuatien, to lay all the information which he pofleffed 
upon the fubje&, betore his Lordfhip, that it might be feen 
by what means the Theatre had come into its prefent fitua- 
tion, He wifhed to give his Lordfhip all that information 
upon the fubjeét, which had hitherto only come before the 
Court in feraps and fhreds, and in a very difjointed and mu- 
tilated condition. This was his only motive for troubling 
the Court: at the fame time, one Truftee having called upon 
him for a Propofal, and the other having made a Propoial, 
he was at a lofs how to aét. 

Mr. MANSFIELD faid, if he knew any thing of the rule 


| of Proceedings in that Court, it was that all informatian 


fhould 
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jhould come before the Court by Affidavit, and not by affer- 
tion, The merits of this Cafe had been already difcuffed, 
but if any perfon could ftate any new information, let him 
fate it by affidavit and not by affertion. He had in that 
cafe no objettion to delay. With refpe& to the infinua. 
tion which he was charged by Mr. Sheridan with having 
ufed, he was bound to ftate what was given to him by his 
Clients ; he had {poken according to their inftru€tions, and 
not from himfelf. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he did not fuppofe the Learned 
Gentleman meant perfonally to throw any imputation upon 
him. The Learned Gentleman had faid, that whatever 
information -was ftated fhould be given upon Affidavit; 
he had made an Affidavit, againft which nothing but afler- 
tions were made on the other fide, which affertions were, 
he faid, abfolute falfehoods. 

Mr. MANSFIELD faid, he hoped thofe affertions, which 
he had been inftruéted to make, were untrue. 

The Lorp CHANCELLOR faid, the Court could a& 
only on the grounds which were legally before it: he could 
only found his judgment upon fuch information as was-con- 
tained in the Affidavits of the Parties. He had before 
ftated, that this queftion was merely between Mr. Sheridan 
and the Bankers, and he thought, Mr. Sheridan was bouad 
by the orders of the Court, to which he had confented. 
It was for the confideration of the Court, how far, upon 
the whole equitable grounds of the cafe, the Parties were 
to be releafed from the effeét-of thofe Orders. If any of 
the Parties wifhed to be heard, he would very patiently hear 
them; but he could only decide according to what appeared 
upon the Records of the Court. He had no mode of with- 








holding the judgment of the Court, unlefs the Parties’ 


brought before him other matters, upon which he could 
regularly decide, If any perfon could make a Motion which 
3 fhould 
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no authority under which the Parties could a&. He had 
received a letter, he faid, from Mr. Hammerfley, {tating 
that he was ready to agree to any fair propofition made by 
him (Mr. Sheridan) and on the preceding evening he had 
received a communication from Mr. Ford, containing a pro. 
pofal; he therefore did not know how to aé&t amidft this 
difagreement in the condu& of the Truttees. 

The Lornp CHANCELLOR faid, Mr. Ford and Mr, 
Hammerfley might join in any pftopofal, fubjeét to the ap- 
probation of the Court. 

Mr. MANSFIELD faid, that Mr. Hammerfley was per. 
feftly ready to come to any agreement with the other 
Parties, : 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he did not mean to throw any im. 
putation upon Mr. Hammerfley; he had merely ftated a 
faét, but he thought the Theatre could not go on without 
the interference of his Lordfhip. He was of courfe-much 
better acquainted with the concerns of the Theatre, and 
more able to give information relative to it, than the Coun- 
gel, Mr. MANsFILD had ona former day made ufe of 
the expreffion, ‘ If the Proprietors did not mean to cheat. 
their Creditors,—‘* he wifhed, for the purpofe of anfwering 
this infinuation, to lay all the information which he pofleffed 
upon the fubjeét, before his Lordfhip, that it might be feen 
by what means the Theatre had come into its prefent fituae 
tion. He wifhed to give his Lordfhip all that information 
upon the fubjeé&t, which had hitherto only come before the 
Court in fcraps and fhreds, and in a very difjointed and mu- 
tilated condition. This was his only motive for troubling 
the Court: at the fame time, one Truftee having called upon 
him for a Propofal, and the other having made a Propolal, 
he was at a lofs how to aét. 

Mr. MANSFIELD faid, if he knew any thing of the rule 


of Proceedings in that Court, it was that all information 
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fhould come before the Court by Affidavit, and not by affer- 
tion, The merits of this Cafe had been already difcuffed, 
but if any perfon could ftate any new information, let him 
fate it by affidavit and not by affertion. He had in that 
cafe no objettion to delay. With refpe& to the infinua. 
tion which he was charged by Mr. Sheridan with having 
ufed, he was bound to ftate what was given to him by his 
Clients; he had {fpoken according to their inftru€tions, and 
not from himfelf. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he did not fuppofe the Learned 
Gentleman meant perfonally to throw any imputation upon 
him. The Learned Gentleman had faid, that whatever 
information -was ftated fhould be given upon Affidavit; 
he had made an Affidavit, againft which nothing but afler- 
tions were made on the other fide, which aflertions were, 
he faid, abfolute falfehoods. 

Mr. MANSFIELD faid, he hoped thofe affertions, which 
he had been inftruéted to make, were untrue. 

The Lorp CHANCELLOR faid, the Court could a& 
only on the grounds which were legally before it: he could 
only found his judgment upon fuch information as was-con- 
tained in the Affidavits of the Parties. He had before 
ftated, that this queftion was merely between Mr. Sheridan 
and the Bankers, and he thought, Mr. Sheridan was bouad 
by the orders of the Court, to which he had confented. 
It was for the confideration of the Court, how far, upon 
the whole equitable grounds of the cafe, the Parties were 
to be releafed from the effeét-of thofe Orders. If any of 
the Parties wifhed to be heard, he would very patiently hear 
them; but he could only decide according to what appeared 
upon the Records of the Court. He had no mode of with- 








holding the judgment of the Court, unlefs the Parties’ 


brought before him other matters, upon which he could 
regularly decide, If any perfon could make a Motion which 
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Should effe€&t the merits of the cafe, or if-any near view of 
the fubje& could be taken and argued upon, he had no ob. 
Je@tion to re-hear the arguments on both fides. 

Mr. MANSFIELD fai, his ‘Clients were perfeétly fatis- 
fied without any re=hearing. 

~The Lornp CHANCELLOR faid, Mr. Ford and Sheri: 
dan might make an arrangement fatisfa€tory to -al! Parties, 
to which Mr. Hammerfley might confent, the whole, of 
courfe, to be fubjeét to the approbation of the Court. 

Mr. MANSFIELD faid, if a propofal was made to Mr; 
Hammerfley, which he adopted, it would be the fame thing 
as if Mr. Hammerfley had made one himfelf. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, his objeftion was, that neither Mr, 
Ford nor Mr. Hammerfley were authorifed to make any 
propofal. 

The Lornp CHANCELLOR faid, he did not mean that 
either one fide or the other fhould {pecifically make any 
propofal, but that the Parties fhould meet, and then come 
to an agreement, and fubmit it to his approbation. If what 
was thus agreed upon, appeared to him equitable and proper, 
he would approve of it; but if it appeared to him to be in- 
confiftent with that juftice which was due to all the Parties 
who were in any manner. interefted in the concerns of the 
Theatre, he would certainly not approve of it, although 
it might be perfeétly fatisfaftory to the Parties actually 
making fuch an agreement, 

Mr. SHERIDAN rofe again to addrefs the Court, 

The Lorp CHANCELLOR faid, he thought this con 
verfation was endlefs, and anf{wered no purpofe. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, his Lordfhip had obferved, that 
a view might be taken of the fubjeét: he only wifhed to 








give his Lordthip fome information relative to the concern 


which was now implicated in the Proceedings of the Court. 
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The Lord CHANCELLOR faid, it was impoffible to 
have all thé Parties interefted in thi§ concern before the 
Court, The Court muft either give up its jurifdiétion al. 
together in this cafe, or do juftice to all the ‘Parties in- 
terefted, whether they were before the Court or not. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he was fure his Lordfhip, in that 
view of thé fubjeét, would wifh for every information that 
could bé_obtained relative to the fubje&. 

The Lorp CHANCELLOR faid, if the Parties before 
the Court would put their Propofals upon paper, and fubmit 
them to him, he would fay how far he could confent to 
them, confillently with the interefts of all the Parties ins 
terefted. 

Mr. Préov faid, that Mr. Sheridan had, in fri& confor 
mity with the Orders of the Court, fent the whole Pit« 
money to the fhop of Mr. Hammerfley, which could not 
fail to involve the Theatre in extreme difficulty, and might 
fender it nearly impoffible for it to go os. He had, therefore, 
ventured to tell Mr. Sheridan that he need not ferid to Mr, 
Hammerfley any more than the 451. appropriated for the 
payment of the Renters. 

The SOLICITOR Ginenat faid, he could net help 
hoping that Mr, Sheridan would take a day or two to cons 
fider thefe propofals, though there could be no doubt that Mr, 
Sheridan felt an extreme inconvenience from the operation 
of the Orders of the Court. 

The Lorpd CHANCELLOR faid, he wifhed that the 
Parties could meet and endeavour to come to fome apreé. 
ment upon the fubje&t. If they agreed, he would then fee 
how far he could confent to that agreement. If they dif. 
agreed, he muft then decide as well as he could, for the be- 
nefit of all Parties interefted. If, however, they could not 


agtee, he had no objection to their handing their feparate 


Propofals to him. 


Dd It 
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It was agreed, with the confent of the Lorn CHANCzL. 
LOR, to poftpone the further confideration of the = tubjett 


till Tuefday. 





As the Court has not yet delivered its ultimate decifion 
on this momentuous queflion, we fhail adhere to the fyftem 
of filence and forbearance, with relpeét to the merits 
of the cafe, which we adopted, as our rule of regula. 
tion and conduét, in the former number of this work. We 
cannot, however, in juftice to Mi. SHERIDAN, whofe cha. 
ra€ter, throughout the whole of this important difcuflion, 
appears to be generally mifunderftood, and greatly mifrepre. 
fented (whether through ignorance, or defign, we prefume 
not to determine) refrain from obferving, that, prior to the 
re-building of the Theatre (which from the great excels of 
the charge above the efimate, has involved the firm in dif- 
putes almoft inextricable, and may be faid to have paved the 
way to all the litigations and embarraffments which have en 
fued) no inftitution, of fo complicated and extenfive a nature, 
embracing fuch a variety of claims, and of interefts, could 
poffibly be carried on with greater regularity and exaétnels, 
So far from running into debt, and accumulating demands, 
the payments of the Theatre, under Mr. SHERIDAN’s g0= 
vernment, were made with fuch f{erupulous punctuality, that 
inftead of Performers having to complain of arrears, the 
only difficulty was to oblige them to be znfiant and regular 
in applying for their weesd, /alarzes. Itis an abfulute tat, 
within the recolleétion, no doubt; of the major-part of the 
Company, that Public Notices were wont to be pofted up in 
the Green Room, {ubjetting the Performers to a Fine, if 
they negleéted to apply for Payment of their Salaties, on the 
lait day of each week, and exprefsly ftating, that the Trea- 
fury would not be accountable for after demands. 
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On this plan and principle were all the concerns of the The. 
atre managed, till it was deemed neceffary, to pull down the 
old and ere€&t a larger edifice. In confequence of certain 
deviations and improvements on the original defign, the 
contraét, entered into between the Proprietors and the 
Architeét (Mr. Holland.) was no longer binding on the 
latter. Hence accurred an almoft incredible excefs, be- 
yond the eftimate, which rendered it neceflary to pro- 
vide the means of difburfement by an additional rent- 
charge, This may, juftly, be confidered as the primary 
caufe and orig'n of the evil—The Theatre now became fad- 
dled with a preponderating weight of debts which, of itfelf, 
was almoft too much for any inftitution to bear againft; 
but which proved doubly haraffling and diftrefling, by paving 
the way to an endlefs feries of expenfive litigation, that 
not merely confumed all the /urplus-produd, but literally 
preyed on the very vitals of the eitablifhment. The average 
of the Receipts was no longer adequate to the dead-weight 
of accumulating debt, leaving no Provifion for the Pay- 
meht of the Salaries, the expence of lighting the houle, 
with the reft of the nightly contingencies, Thus circum. 
ftanced, one difficulty naturally begets another, till the 
expence of law-{uits, in the courleof the feafon, exceed 
confiderably, the colleétive amount of the falaries of the 
Performers. To fupport fuch heavy and continued drags 
upon the treafury, was utterly imprafticable. Loans were 
neceffarily negociated, at momentous lofs, and ruinous 
expedients were adopted to remove prefent and immediate 
difficulties, which, in the event, only ftill further aggrae 
vated the evil—only added to the difficulties and embar- 
raflments, againit which the Theatre had to ftruggle. 

The obloquy of all thefe difficulties has been moft un- 
meritedly thrown upon Mr. Sheridan. The neceflary 
refult of a fyftem of encroachment and extortion, on the 
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part of the Creditors of the Theatre, has been, moft un. 


juftly converted into a charge of Peculation againft the 
Proprietors—and the very individual, whofe ftranknefs of 
chara&ter has led him to confult every other perfon’s in. 
tereft and convenience, in preference to his. own, has been 
mif-reprefented, as invading the rights and claims of others, 


‘ae 





“to enrichand gratify himfelf. To give colour and plaufi. 


bility to this charge, reports the moft abfurd and contradic- 
tory have been invented by malice, propagated by cunning, 
and eagerly {wallowed by credulity, But the tranfa€tions, 
which have recently been detailed, in the courfe of the pro. 
ceedings now before the Court of Equity, muft neceffa- 
rily expofe the fallacy and vilenefs of thefe accumulated 
flanders, and refer, in the ultimate event, the blame to its 
true and legitimate caufe. In the mean time, till. the 
Court fhall deliver its final opinion, we conceive it our 
duty to keep, as much as-poflible, on the referve, and not 
to enter on fo comprehenfive an Expofition of certain faéts, 


and data; as we might otherwife might feel inclined tod o. 
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1801. NOveEMBER. 
Friday, 13. The Will, . -Reynolds.—Lodoifka, J P. Kemble. 
Saturday, 14. Jane Shore, N. Rowe.—The Children in the Wood, 
| , Morton. 
Monday, 16, Richard the Third, Shakspearex—The Son-in-Law, 
0’ Keefe. 
Tucf{day, 14. The School for Scandal, R. B. Sheridan—The 
Shipwreck, $, Arnold 
Wednefday. 
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Wednefday, 18. Pizarro, R. B, Sheridan.—The Apprentice, As 
Murphy. 

Thurfday,19. The Duenna, R. B. Sheridan.—The Citizen, A. 

Murphy. 


ee 


The proceedings, which have been inftituted in the 
Court of Chancery, relative to the applications of the Re- 
ceipts of Drury-Lane Theatre, though not yet finally ad- 
jufted, have already produced this beneficial effeé, to rally 
the feveral Seceders back to their ftandard, and to recall 
them to the difcharge of their duty, On Monday, the 16th: 
Mr. Kemble, who full retains the Management (of which 
the Newfpapers had moft generoufly difpoffeffed him) re- 
appeared in arms, and dared his rival, CooKE to the fierce 
encqunter in Bo/worth-field. His pertormance of the cha» 
ra€ter was diftinguifhed by a greater difplay of energy. and 
fpirit, than we have ever before witnefled, Richard, was, 
indeed, “ Him/felf again !” 

Mifs Biggs, and Mrs. Powell feverally appeared, as fube 
ftitutes for Mrs, Siddons (who is announced for f{peedy 
forth-coming) the former in the part of ane Shore, in 
the Tragedy of that name—the other, as E/vira, in Pizarro. 
Mrs, Powell’s drefs, in the latter charaéter, was remark- 
ably elegant, and worthy of her acknowledged tafte, 

But the principal new arrangement, which may be fup- 
pofed to conneé itfelf with the proceedings, for re-eftablifh. 
ing the creditof Drury-Lane, is the engagement of Mr, 
Quick, who made his firft regular appearance at this 
Theatre, on Thurfday laft, in the charaéter of J/aac Men- 
doza, in the Duenna, of which- he was the original Repre- 
fentative, on the firft produétion of this admirable Opera, 
inthe year 1775—Particulars, as well of Mr. Quick’s per- 
‘formance, as of the caff of the Opera, in general, in our 
hext, 
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COVENT-GARDEN, 














1801 NovemBeR. . 

Friday, 1g- The Duenna, R. B. Sheridan—Two Strings to your 
Bow, H. Fielding. 
Saturday. 14. Folly, as it Flies, Reynolds—The Review, G, 
Colman. 
Monday. 16. Richard the Third, Shak/peare.—Peroufe. 
Tucfday, 17.:The Duenna, Rs B Sheridan—The Mifer, H. Fielding; 
Wednesday, 18. Folly, as it Flies, Reynolds—Ofcar and Maivina, 
: Byrne. 
Thurfday, 19. Macbeth, Shak/peare——The Wags of Windfor, 
G. Colman. 

We are obliged to confince our Remarks this week to 

a Review of 
FOLLY AS IT FLIES. 
_ A New Comedy, by J. ReynNoups, Performed, for thé 
Firft Time, at Covent-Garden Theatre, Thurfday, OGober 
29, 1801. 
DRAMATIS PERSON. 


Sir Herbert Melmoth, — Mr. Murgay. 
Leonard Melmoth, —  Mr-H. Jounston, 
Tom Tick, | — Mr. Lewis: 

Peter Poft-Obit, -—- Mr. MuNDEN. 
Shenkin, — Mr. KNIcHT- 

Dr. Infallible, — Mr. SiImMMons. 
Malcour, — Mr. WHITFIELD. 
Curfitor — Mr. Wadpy. 

Lady Melmoth, — Miss Murray. 
Georgiana, | — Mrs. GiBBs- 


- SCENE. LONDON’ 


‘The following is a concife fketch of the Fable. By 


the extravagance of his fecond wife, Lady Me/moth, who 
had 
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had formerly been his ward, Szr Herbert 1s involved in 


fuch a complicated fyftem of embaraflments, that the only 
refource left him, is to difpofe of his tamily eftate, by 
cutting off the entail. This cannot be done without the 
concurrence of his fon Leonard, the iffue of his firft mar- 
riage, who has been brought up to the fea-fervice. Leou- 
ard, a gallant and affectionate fon, witb al! the franknefs 
and difintereftednefs, which diftimguifh the naval charac- 
ter, no fooner hears of his father’s embaraffments, than 
he determines to make the facrifice required of him, But 
encountering Gsorgiana, to whom he is ftrongly attached, 
that lady reprefents to him the danger of compliance in 
{uch glowing terms, that Leonard is difluaded from his 
defperate defign, and in a fubfequent interview with his 
father, refufes to confent to a meafure, which prefents the 
profpe&t of certain, and inevitable ruin. Incenfed at this 
refufal, Sir, Herbert loads his fon with reproaches, and 
orders him to quit his prefence for ever. Leonard retires 
in a ftate of diitra€tion, his, heart Aruggling between Aliab 

duty, and his conneétion. of right. - : 
The dreadful alternative, which Leonard forelaw, now, 
arrives. Sir. Herbert’s creditors put an execution, into the 
houfe, and feize on the whole of his property. This 
{cene of aggravated diftrels, awakens Lady Melmoth toa 
fenfe of her paft folly. Deferted by all her fafhionable 
friends, fhe is left to refle&t on her imprudence and extrava- 
gance. Though carried away by the tide of diflipation, the 
flill appears to have a good heart: fhe is thoughtlelfs, but not 
vicious ; giddy, but not abandoned. Whiltt fhe is meditating 
on her errors, aad anticipating the poffible confequences, the 
report of a piltol is heard in the court of the houle—Lady 
Melmoth immediately concludes, that her hufband has been 
driven by defperation to put a period to his exiftence, and 
under this impreflion gives herfelf up to remorfe, when Szr 
Herbert 
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| = 
Herbert rufhes violently into the roem, ond accufes himfelf 


of the murder of his own fon Leonard, who, it: the firuggle : 
to wréft the piftol out of his father’s hand, receives the 
charge himfeif. Leonard is tended in the houfe of Mal. 
éour, Lady Melmoth’s fir lover, whithet that lady fepairs. 
Malcour, thinking a favourable opportunity now seclesta of 
urging his difhonourable fuit, endeavours to circumvent her 
virtue, but Lady Melmoth treats him with} becoming difdain. 
Sir Herbert having previoufly gained accefs to his-fon, who 
I appears is only fligitly wounded in the arm, is conjointly 
with Leonard witnels to Malcour’s perfidy. They burft 
from their concealment, ovetwhelm Ma/cour with merited 
reproaches, and indignantly quit his houfe. 

Such are the graver features of the New Comedy. The 
humorous and fprightly fcenes refult from the pleafantries 
of Tom Tick, a good-natured fellow, that is always running 
into debt, but at all times ready to doa generous aétion. 
Dr. Infallible, is a pointed ridicule of fa notorious quack in 
this Metropolis. Her hopes to gain the hand ef Georgiana, 
by accommodating Szr Herbert with pecuniary loans—but 
is entrapped by his own cunning, and obliged to refign his 
pretenfions in favour of Leonard. Peter Pofl-Obit isa 
ftaunch legacy-hunter. He is introduced to Tom Tick, as 
to a fickly gentleman of ‘great fortune, who has quarrelled 
with his relations, and is refolved to make his will in favour 
of ftrangers.. Tom Tick praétices upon his avarice and cre- 
dulity, and thus perfuades him to refign his power over 
Georgiana, as her guardian, to himfelf, in compenfation 
for being made heir and legatee to Mr. Tick. This new 


- authority Tick avails himfelf of, by giving Georgiana to 


her lover Leonard. | 
(To ‘be continued.) 
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